116                        STUDIES   IN   SHAHNAMEH
was the prototype of royalty) nor that of Mitra (the
possessor of the attributes of sovereignty or Kshatra
and the independent and universal ruler of Samraj)
found a proper development in India. If, indeed, the
cult of Prajapnti did find increased acceptance, it was
not on the side of political significance, but on the
metaphysical side, as one in whom the cosmological
and pantheistic views of the more reflective section of
the priesthood found their expression " (Keith, op. cit.
p. 101). Later on, he became " the artificer of gods "
(A. A. Macdonell, Vedic Mythology, p. 118). Mitra too*
remained in course of time " little but a name."
Perhaps this decline of the importance of the older
deities was due to " the admixture of races ", as Sir A.
B. Keith has suggested. But, even from the start,
Mitra kept losing his individuality to Varuna with
whom he was constantly associated and " had hardly
an independent trait left" (A. A. Macdonell, Vedie
Mythology, p. 27). This decline of the cult of Mitra
was made up for, to a certain extent, by the growth in.
the importance of Indra, who became the helper of tha
Aryans against tlie Panis, and other non-Aryan foes
and gave their lands to the Aryans.
Far different was the development of the cult of
Mithra in Iran, As the god of light, of truth and of
good faith, he was suie of commanding special devotion
in the land of Dualism. As Prof. Jackson has noted,,
** the Greek writers regard him as a typical Persian
divinity". His cult, reinforced by accretions from"
Babylonia and Asia Minor, spread over the Eoman